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Back to School 
 

300 area elementary students returned to school this 

year with brand new back packs and school supplies.  

The annual FACS Back to School Program provides 

this very worthy assistance to families needing a lit-

tle extra help at this time of year.  Back to School 

Program Coordinator Helen Miracle administers this 

outreach along with the help of her family.  Many 

smiling faces were 

seen on the chil-

dren as their back 

packs were picked 

up mid August in anticipation of the new school year. 

 

FACS is very grateful to our Back to School sponsors for providing 

the funds to make this program a reality.  St. Paul Lutheran Church in 

Franklin along with a matching grant from Thrivent Financial for Lu-

therans, were the primary financial sponsors.  We would like to extend 

a huge thank you to them and to all of the churches and individuals 

who contributed supplies. 

Helen Miracle and her Volunteers 

Second Grader with her 

new back pack 

 

Ȱ) ÁÍ ÏÎÌÙ ÏÎÅȟ ÓÔÉÌÌ ) ÁÍ ÏÎÅȢ  ) ÃÁÎÎÏÔ 
do everything, still I can do something.  
I will not refuse the something that I 
ÃÁÎ ÄÏȢȱ 

Helen Keller  

Blind and Deaf Educator (1880-1968) 
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FACS Wish List  

Nonperishable Food: Canned fruits, vegetables, soups, tuna, chicken, chili, stew, beans, pasta and spaghetti sauces, 

macaroni and cheese, peanut butter, jelly, rice, flour, sugar, oil, dehydrated mashed potatoes, crackers, cereal, juice.  

Baby Needs: Similac and Isomil Formulas, jarred baby food, cereal, diapers, wipes.  Personal Care: ï Bar soap, sham-

poo, deodorant, toothpaste and brushes, razors, toilet paper. 

Household Items: Cleaning products (generic), paper towels, trash bags, laundry detergent, dishwashing detergent, 

manual can openers. 

Noelle Riccardella Named Volunteer of the Year  
 

On June 29, 2009 FACS celebrated another year of service to 

the community at the annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner.  

100 volunteers gathered at St. Maryôs Parish Center and enjoyed 

a delicious meal prepared by the St. Maryôs Ladies Society.  Di-

rector Terry Coyle recognized the volunteers for their dedication 

and commitment to the FACS outreach in our community.  

Noelle Riccardella was awarded the 2009 Volunteer of the Year 

for her outstanding service to the community.  Noelle, a Spring-

boro resident, has been volunteering at the Food Pantry for ten 

years.  She volunteers her time every Friday assisting clients at 

the front desk, serving them their food baskets, answering the 

phone and numerous other duties.  Noelle is also the coordinator 

of the annual Christmas Childrenôs Gifts Program.  Noelle signs 

up about 250 children with a ñwish listò and distributes these to 

area churches and businesses.  The gifts are purchased, wrapped 

and brought to the Food Pantry for distribution to the families.  

Noelle and her volunteer ñelvesò make the holiday much 

brighter for many families.  FACS recognizes Noelle Ric-

cardella as a compassionate and outstanding volunteer and is 

grateful she has chosen our organization to devote her time and 

talents to this past decade. 

Area Churches Reach Out 
FACS would like to recognize a wonderful outreach that several churches are currently provid-

ing.  Caring, compassionate members of St. Paul Lutheran Church, First United Methodist 

Church in Franklin and St. Maryôs Church are cooking hot, home cooked meals for people 

needing a warm dinner and fellowship.  Anyone in the community is welcome to go to 

one of these churches four nights a week for a free meal and equally important, for good 

company.  If you want to know the schedule or would like to help out please check our web-

site www.facswarren.org 

http://www.facswarren.org
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How Can You Help? 
¼ A contribution of as little as $25.00 will pay for a food basket, feeding a family of 

four for five days. 
¼ Hosting a food drive; collecting nonperishable foods, personal and household 

items.  Church, business and neighborhood food drives work well.  Of course, indi-
ǾƛŘǳŀƭ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ  {ŜŜ ƻǳǊ ά²ƛǎƘ [ƛǎǘέΦ 

¼ Kroger Neighborhood Rewards Program ς The Food Pantry has Kroger cards available.  The cus-
tomer simply loads the dollar amount desired and uses the card like a debit card to purchase gro-
ceries.  A percentage of the sale will go the FACS and it costs you nothing.  If you would like us to 
send you one or have questions, please call FACS at 937-746-7791. 

¼ Dorothy Lane Market Good Neighbors Program ς If you shop at DLM please consider signing up 
for this program and designate Franklin Area Community Services as your charity.  A percentage 
of your purchases go to FACS and it costs you nothing.  Remember, you must sign up at the be-
ginning of each year 

¼ GoodSearch.com ς Just searching your favorite websites such as Amazon, Ebay, Expedia and 
thousands more earns money for FACS.  Simply click on GoodSearch.com and designate Franklin 
Area Community Services as your charity.  Use GoodSearch to browse websites and order prod-
ucts.  Both will generate dollars for FACS! 

Food Pantry continues to assist a record number of families: 

Our Food Pantry is currently assisting an average of 1000 families per month.  We are working very 

hard to make sure that our food baskets are adequate to meet the nutritional needs of families in 

crisis.  We are seeing many new faces come in for help for the very first time in their lives.  These 

are our neighbors who have recently become unemployed, had their hours cut or have depleted 

their unemployment benefits.  When these first time clients visit our agency, FACS volunteers work 

diligently to give appropriate information and referrals to other resources in the county.  We can 

only continue to meet this record level of need with the help of the greater community.   

  Senior Commodity Program 
 
On the first Monday of each month the Food Pantry is visited by 147 seniors to 

receive a supplemental box of food and a block of cheese.  The Commodity Sup-

plemental Food Program, operated by Shared Harvest Food Bank, provides an 

extra resource of food for income eligible Warren County senior citizens.  FACS is a 

distribution site for this outreach.  Most of these seniors also receive food assistance 

from our Food Pantry so as you can imagine, this is a very busy day at the Pantry!  Thanks to all the 

hard work of our volunteers we are able to assist these seniors and the general public in a three hour 

window of time.   
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Spotlight on Volunteers 

Our Wednesday Crew  

Food Pantry Hours 
Monday through Friday noon to 3 p.m. ƹƷWednesday evenings 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

FACS has a 

website:   

www.facswarren.org   

Check it out! 

FACS Thanks the Following Area Businesses 
for Donating Food Weekly to our Food Pantry: 

�j �� Wal-Mart in Franklin 
�j �� Kroger in Springboro 
�j �� Dorothy Lane Market in Springboro 
�j �� Donut Haus in Springboro 
�j �� Gordon Food Service in Middletown 

Next time you are shopping in these stores 
please thank management for supporting 
Franklin Area Community Services!  


